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The dogmatift is fure of every thing, and the fieptick be¬ 
lieves nothing. Watts's Logick. 

Ske'ptical. adj. [from skeptic!;.] Doubtful; pretending to 
univerfal doubt. 

May the Father of mercies confirm the fccptical and wa¬ 
vering minds, and fo prevent us that ftand faft, in all our do¬ 
ings, and further us with his continual help. Bentley. 

Ske'pticism. n.f. [fcepticijme, French, from fceptick.] Univer¬ 
fal doubt; pretence or profeffion of univerfal doubt. 

I laid by my natural diffidence and Jceptuifm for a while, to 
take up that dogmatick way. Dryden. 

Sketch, n.f. [fchedula, Latin.] An outline; a rough draught; 
a firft plan. 

I fhall not attempt a chara&er of his prefent majefty, hav¬ 
ing already given an imperfect fetch of it. Addijon. 

As the Tighteftjfcrtci, if juftly trac’d, 1 

Is by ill colouring but the more difgrac’d, > 

So by falfe learning is go; d fenfe defac’d. Pope. J 

To Sketch, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To draw, by tracing the outline. 

If a piihure is daubed with many glaring colours, the vul¬ 
gar eye admires it; whereas he judges very contemptuoufly of 
fome admirable defign Jketched out only with a black pen¬ 
cil, though by the hand of Raphael. Watts’s Logick. 

2. To plan, by giving the firft or principal notion. 

The reader I’ll leave in the midft of filence, to contemplate 
thofe ideas which I have only /ketch' d, and which every man 
mull finilh for himfelf. Dryden s Dufrefnoy 


A wooden or iron pm. 


ufed 


Ske'wer. n.J. [J,here , Danifli.j 
to keep meat in form. 

Sweet breeds and collops were with Jkewers prick’d 
About the fides. Dryden's Iliad. 

From his rug the Jkeiver he takes, 

And on the flick ten equal notches makes. Swift. 

I once may overlook, 

A Jkcwcr fent to table by my cook. King. 

Send up meat well fluck with jkewen , to make it look round; 
and an hon/kewer, when rightly employed, will make it look 
handfomcr. Swift's Directions to the Cook. 

To Skewer, v a. [from the noun ] To fallen with Ikewers. 

Skiff, n.f. [efqufe , French -,fcapha, Lat.] A fmall light boat. 
If in two jk./fs of cork, a loadftone and fteel be placed with¬ 
in the orb of their activities, the one doth not move, the other 
Handing ftill; but both fleer into each other. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 
In a poor fteijf he pafs’d the bloody main, 

Choak’d with the flaughter’d bodies of his train. Dryden. 

On Garrway cliffs 
A favage race by Ihipwreck fed. 

Lie waiting for the founder’ djkifs, 

And flrip the bodies of the dead. Swift. 

Ski'lful. adj. [/kill and full.] Knowing; qualified with fkill; 
pofieffing any art; dexterous; able. 

His father was a man of Tyre, Jkilful to work in gold and 
fj ver . 2 Chron. ii. 14. 

They fhall call the hulbandman to mourning, and fuch as 
are jii ful of lamentation, to wailing. Amos v. 16. 

Will Vafer is Jkilful at finding out the ridiculous fide of a 
thing, and placing it in anew light. Tatter. 

Say, Stella, feel you no content, 

RefleCling on a life well fpent; 

Your Jkilful hand employ’d to fave 
Defpairing wretches from the grave : 

And then fupporting with your ftore 
Thofe whom you dragg’d from death before. Swift. 

Inftruiflors fhould notonly b cjkifstl in thofe fciences which 
they teach ; but have (kill in the method of teaching, and 
patience in the practice. Waits's Improvement of the Mind. 

Skilfully. adv. [homJkilful] With Ikill j with art; with 
uncommon ability; dexteroufly. 

As foon as became near me, in fit diflance, with much fury, 
but with fury JkilJully guided, he ran upon me. Sidney. 

Ulyffes builds a fhip with his own hands, zs Jkilfu/ly as a 
fliipwright. Broome. 

Ski'lfulness. n.f. [from Jkilful.] Art; ability; dextrouf- 

He fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and 
guided them by the Jkilfulnefs of his hands. I films lxxviii. 72. 

Skill, n.f. [Jill, Iflandick.] . 

1. Knowledge of any practice or art; readipefs in any pra¬ 
ctice; knowledge; dexterity; artfulnefs. 

Skill in the weapon is nothing without fack. 

You have 

As little Jkill to fear, as I have purpofe 
To put you to’t. 

Oft nothing profits more 
Than felf-cfteem grounded on juft and right, 

Well manag’d ; of that skill the more thou know’ft, 

The more fhc will acknowledge thee her head. Milton, 
I will from wond’rous principles ordain 
A race unlike the firft, and try my Jlill again 



Shakefpeare. 


Sbakefpeare. 
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Phocion the Athenian general, then ambaff dor from t u 
ftatc, by his great wifdom and Jkill at negotiations, divert 
Alexander from theconqueft of Athens, and reftored the Athe 
nians to his favour. g w r ( 

2. Any particular art. 

Learned in one /kill, and in another kind of learning n n 

fkiirui. /L,; 

To Skill, v. n. [Jkilia, Iflandick.] 

1. To be knowing in; to be dextrous at. 

They that/kill not of fo heavenly matter, 

All that they know not, envy or admire. Sfenftr 

The overfeers were all that could Jkill of inftrurnents of 
mufick. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12 

One man of wifdom, experience, learning, and dire<fti 0 n 
may judge better in thofe things that he can Jkill of, than ten 
thoufand others that be ignorant. Whiteif, 

2. [Skilia, Iflandick, fignifies to diftinguifh.] To differ; to 
make difference; to intereft ;' to matter. Not in ufe. 

Whether the commandments of God in fcripture be gene- 
ral or fpecial, it Jkillcth not. Hooker. 

What jkills it, if a bag of ftones or gold 
About thy neck do drown thee ? raife thy head. 

Take ftars for money; liars not to be told. 

By any art: yet to be purchas’d. 

None is fo waftful as the feraping dame, 

She loleth three for one; her foul, reft, fame. Herlut. 
He intending not to make a fummer bufinefi of it, but a 
refolute war, without term prefixed, until he had recovered 
F'rance, it /killed not much when he began the war, efpeciai- 
ly having Calais at his back where he might winter. Bam. 

Skilled, adj. [from Jkill.] Knowing; dextrous; acquainted 
with. 

Of tliefe nor skilled nor ftudious. Milton, 

Mofes, in all the Egyptian arts was /kill’d. 

When hcav’nly power that chofcn veffel fill’d. Petwam. 
He muft be very little /kilt'd in the world, who thinks that 
a voluble tongue ftiall accompany only a good underftand- 

Lode, 


Shaie/peart, 


Dryden. 


mg. 

Ski'lles?. adj. [from jkill.] Wanting art. Not in ufe. 

Nor have I fecn 

More that I may call men than you : 

How features are abroad I’m Jkillejs of. 

Jealoufly what might befal your travel, 

Being jkillejs in thefe parts; which to a ftranger 
Unguidt-d and unfriended, often prove 
Rough and unhofpitable. ShakeJ'peare's Twelfth Night, 

Thy wit, that ornament to fhape and love, 

Mifhapcn in the condudl of them both, 

Like powder in a jkillejs foldier’s flafk 
Is fet on fire. Shakefpeare's Romeo and Juliet. 

Ski'llet. n.J. [rJcueUette , French.] A fmall kettle or boiler. 
When light-wing’d toys 
Of feather’d Cupid foil with wanton dullnefs 
My fpeculative and offic’d inftrurnents. 

Let houfe-wives make a Jkillet of my helm, 

And all indign and bafe adverfities 

Make head againft my eftimation. Shakefpeare's Odtllo. 

Break all the wax, and in a kettle or Jkiltet fet it over a 
foft fire. Mortimer's Hitfiandry. 

Skilt. nj. [A word ufed by Cleave land, of which l know 
not either the etymology or meaning ] 

Smeitymnus ! ha! what art? 

Syriack? Or Arabick ? Or Welfli? What /kill ? ^ 

Ape all the bricklayers that Babel built. Ckwelond. 

To Skim. v. a. [properly to Jcum, from /cum ; efeunn, French] 

1. To clear off from the upper part, by palling a veffel a fltte 
below the furface. 

My coz Tom, or his coz Mary, 

Who hold the plough or Jkim the dairy, 

My fav’rite books, and pictures fell. * ,Mr * 

2. To take by fklmming. 

She boils in kettles muft of wine, and Jkhr.s 
With leaves the dregs that overflow the brims. 

His principal ftudies were after the works of Titian, w ’ oe 
cream he has Jkimm'd. Dryden s Dufrej/I' 

The furface of the fea is covered with its bubbles, wru 
it rifes, which they skim oft' into their boats, and afterwar 

„ ' . J fiud!lG~o 

feparate in pots. 1 

Whilome I’ve feen her skim thecloated cream* 

And prefs from fpongy curds the milky ftream. ' 

3. To brufh the furface flightly ; to pafs very near the furlace. 

Nor feeks in air her humble flight to raile, 

Content to Jkim the furface of the feas. 

The fwallow Jkims the river’s v.’atrv face. 

A winged eaftern blaftjuft skimming o'er 
The ocean’s brow, and linking on the fliore. 

4. To cover fupeificially. Improper. 

Dang’rous flats in fecret ambufli lay. 

Where the falfe tides [him o’er the cover’d land, 

And feamcn with diflcinbled depths betray. > ' 

To 


Drydti- 

Dryden- 

Prior. 
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‘ Thin airv ffiapes o’er the furrows rife, 

A dreadful feene ! and Jkim before his eyes. Addfon. 

When Ajax drives fome rock’s vaft weight to throw, 

The line too labours, and the words move flow; 

Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the plain. 

Flies o’er th’ unbending corn, and Jkims along the main. P ope. 
Such as have active fpirits, who are ever Jkimming over the 
furface of things with a volatile fpirit, will fix nothing in their 
memory* Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

They Jkim over a fcicnce in a very fuperficial furvey, and 
never lead their difciples into the depths of it. Watts. 

The boat, light Jkimming, ftretch’d his oary wings. Thomf. 

Ski'MELF.sk'amele. adj. [A cant word formed by reduplica- 

* tl on fromjcamble.] Wandering; wild. 

A couching lion and a ramping cat. 

And fuch a deal of JkimbleJkamblc fluff. 

As puts me from my faith. Shakefpeare. 

Ski'Mmer. n.J. [from Jkim.] A fhallow veffel with which 
the feum is taken off. 

Wafh your wheat in three or four waters, ftirring it round; 
and with a Jkimmer, each time, take off the light. Mortimer. 

Sk'immilk. n.J. [Jkim and milk.] Milk from which the cream 
has been taken. 

Then cheefe was brought: fays Slouch, this e’en ftiall roll; 
This is Jkimmilk, and therefore it ftiall go. King. 

SKIN, n f [/kind, Danifli.j 

j. The natural covering of the flefli. It confifts of the cuticle, 
outward fkin, or fcarf fkin, which is thin and infenfible, and 
the cutis, or inner fkin, extremely fenfible. 

The body is confumed to nothing, the fkin feeling rough 
and dry like leather. Harvey on Conjumptions. 

The prieft on Jkins of offerings takes his eafe, 

And nightly vifions in his flumber fees. Dryden’s Ain. 

1. Hide; pelt; that which is taken from animals to make parch¬ 
ment or leather. 

3, The body; the perfon. 

We meet with many of thefe dangerous civilities, wherein 
’tis hard for a man to fave both his Jkin and his credit. L’Ejlr. 

ToSkin. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To flay; to ftrip or divert of the fkin. 

The beavers run to the door to make their efcape, are there 
intangled in the nets, feized by the Indians, and immediately 
Jkinned. Ellis’s Voyage. 

2 . To cover with the fkin. 

It will but Jkin and film the ulcerous place, 

Whilft rank corruption, mining all within, 

Infers unfeen. Shakefpeare. 

Authority, though it err like others, 

Has yet a kind of medicine in itfelf. 

That Jkins the vice o’ th’ top. Shakefp. Mraf.for Mcaf. 
The wound was Jkinned ; but the ftrength of his thigh was 
not reftored. Dryden. 

It only patchss up and Jkins it over, but reaches not to the 
bottom of the fore. Locke. 

The laft ftage of healing, or Jkinnir.g over, is called cica¬ 
trization. Sharp’s Surgery. 

3. To cover fuperficially. 

What I took for folid earth was only heaps of rubbifh, 
Jkinned over with a covering of vegetables. Addfon. 

Skink. n.f. [pcenc, Saxon.] 

t. Drink; any thing potable. 

2. Pottage. 

Scotch /kink, which is a pottage of ftrong nourifhment, is 
made with the knees and finews of beef, but long boiled • jel¬ 
ly alfo of knuckles of veal. Bacon’s Nat. Hijlory. 

1 0 okink. v. n. [j-cencan, Saxon.] To ferve drink. Both 
noun and verb are wholly obfolcte. 

Ski’nker. n.f. [fromJkink.] One that ferves drink. 

1 give thee this pennyworth of fugar, clapt even now into 
my hand by an under Jkinker ; one that never fpakc other Eng- 
‘ , ln hls *i fe > than ei £ lu Shillings and fix pence, and you arc 
welcome, fir. sU/f. H l,r, IV. 

Hang up all the poor hop-drinkers, 

Lnes old Sym, the king of Jkinkers. Ben. JohnJon. 

His mother took the cup the clown had fill’d : 

1 he reconciler bowl went round the board, 

SKiWn , cm W’ d ’ ' h . c [ude Jkinker ftill reftor’d. Dryden. 
tiier ; hardf callou^ 7 ' 7 ' HaVUlg ° f ^ or lea ' 

thp V y. hen 1 , the ulcer becomes foul, and difeharges a nafty ichor 

Sy&vsd? t :r kin> 

c > give it the name of callous. o 

Ski'nhv v- rf The quality of being fkinnv 

flefh. ‘' 0aj ' ^ ■ fk,n ] Conflftin g onl y of Ikin; wanting 


tt ^? er cho PPy finger laying 

Upon htr Jkinny lips. 0/ .r. ». . , 

horut gt'lM^Sclf ,h ' f ' ‘j rIliaS 1 of ( ' hC wi " J P‘P e oJLi 


Drayton. 
Hudibras. 


Black mo- 
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let touches the windpipe, there, to fill up the circle, is only a 
foft membrane, which may eafily give way. Ray on the Creation a 
His fingers meet 

In Jkinny films, and fhape his oary feet. Add foils Ovid. 

To SKIP. v. n. [ fquittire , Italian ; ejquirer, French. I know 
not whether it may not come from /cape. ] 

1. To fetch quick bounds; to pafs by quick leaps; to bound 
lightly and joyfully. 

Wasnotlfrael a derifion unto thee? Was he found among 
thieves? For fince thou fpakeft of him, thou Jkipped/l for 
joy. Jer. xlviii. 27. 

The queen, bound with love’s powerful’ft charm, J 
Sat with Pigwiggen arm in arm : > 

Her merry maids, that thought no harm. 

About the room were Jkipping. 

At fpur or fwitch no more he fkipt. 

Or mended pace, than Spaniard whipt. 

The earth-born race 
O’er ev’ry hill and verdant pafture ftray, 

Skip o’er the lawns, and by the rivers play. 

John Jkipped from room to room, ran up flairs and down 
flairs, peeping into every cranny. Arbuthn. HiJI. of J. Bull. 

Thus each hand promotes the pleafing pain, 

And quick fenfations Jkip from vein to vein. Pope’s D unci ad. 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 

Had he thy reafon, would he Jkip and play ? Pope. 

2. To pafs without notice. 

Pope Pius II. was wont to fay, that the former popes did 
wifely to fet the lawyers a-work to debate, whether the dona¬ 
tion of Conftantine the Great to Sylvcfter of St. Peter’s patri¬ 
mony were good or valid in law or no; the better to Jkip over 
the matter in fa&, whether there was ever any fuch thing at all 
or no. Bacon's Apophthegms. 

A gentleman made it a rule, in reading, to /kip over all fen- 
tences where he fpied a note of admiration at the end. Swift. 

To Skip. v. a. [ejquirer, French.] Tomifs; to pafs. 

Let not thy fword Jkip one : 

Pity not honour’d age for his white beard; 

He is an ufurer. Shakefp. Timon of Athene. 

Although to engage very far in fuch a metapbyfical (pecula¬ 
tion were unfit, when I only endeavour to explicate fluidity, 
yet wc dare not quite Jkip it over, left we be accufed of over¬ 
seeing it. jjoyle. 

They who have a mind to fee the iffue may Jkip thefe two 
chapters, and proceed to the following. '" Burnet. 

Skip, n.f [from the verb,] A light leap or bound. 

He looked very curioufly upon himfelf, fometimes fetching 
a Iittl cjkip, as if he had faid his ftrength had not yet forfaken 

Sidney. 

You will make fo large z Jkip as to caft yourfelf from the 
land into the water. More's Antidote againjl Atheifm. 

Sk'ipjack. n.J. [Jkip and jack.] An upftart. 

1 he want of fhame or brains does not prcfently entitle 
every little Jkipjack to the board’s end in the cabinet. L'Ejtr. 

Ski pkennel. n. J. [Jkip and kennel.] A lackey; a footboy. 

Ski pper. n.f [ fchipper , Dutch.] A fhipmafter or fhipboy. 
Are not you afraid of being drowned too ? No, not I, fays 

**&>?'*. •» L’ Ejlrange. 

No doubt you will return very much improved.'-Yes, 

refined like a Dutch Jkip per from a whalc-fiftiing. Cougreve. 

Ski ppet. n.f. [Probably from Jkiff.] A fmall boat. 

Upon the bank they fitting did efpy 
A dainty damfel, dreffing of her hair, 

, By whom a liiih/kippct floating did appear Fairy Queen. 

Skirmish, n.f. [fromys and carm, Wellh, the Ihout of war: 
whence yjgarm, and j fgarmes, old Britifh words. Maes a tiaw 
J{ aT f lc l a J v ” an , fays an ancient writer. Efcarmouche , French.! 

1. A flight fight: lefs than a fet battle. 

S!ne battle, yes, zjkirmijh more there was 
Wtth adveife fortune fought by Cartifmand ; 

Her fubjedts moft rovolt. Philips’s Briton. 

2. A conteft; a contention. 

There is a kind of merry war betwixt fignior Benedick and 
f., tb fy. ncve . r meet but there’s a fkirmijh of wit. Shakefp. 
1 heie jkirmijl.es expire not with the firft propugners of the 
opinions: they perhaps began as fingle duellers; but then they 
loon have their partifans and abettors, who not only enhance, 
but .mail the feud to porterity. Decay c/PiZ 

TniS 5 ”; l e / armouchtr > French; from the noun J 
I o hght loofely; to light in parties before or after the fhock 
of the main battle. 

Ready to charge, and to retire at will • 

Though broken fcatter’d fled, they fkirmijh ftill. Fairfax. 
A gentleman volunteer, JkirmiJhing with the enemy before 
orcefter, was run through his arm in the middle of the 

ffiouK 3 ’ a ° £ WitH 3 mufliet -bullet in the fame 

To SkTre * ] He who (kirmifhes. Ainf 

o okirre. V. a. [This word feems to be derived from rein 

i Ur Vf nj Un ' efS il fha11 bc rather deduced from 
<rx, f ! aw .] To fcour; to ramble over in order to clear. 
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